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Rationale:  
Head lice (pediculosis) are tiny insects that live on the human scalp where they feed and breed. It is 
thought that between 2-3% of school children are infested at any one time. Head lice are considered 
by the Department of Health and Human Services to be a communicable disease and as such require 
eradication treatment.   
 

Aims:  
To respond to reports of head lice quickly and effectively.  
To ensure that an effective process for treating head lice is well known and consistently followed.  
To ensure that parents and guardians are well informed about head lice treatment. 
To ensure that Horsham College minimise anxiety relating to headlice, by acknowledging to 
parents/guardians that most schools usually have some students with head lice at any given time.  
 

Implementation:  

 The Principal will nominate head lice resource/support persons, who parents/guardians can 
contact at the school if required. 

 It is the parents/guardians primary responsibility to detect and treat head lice.  Horsham College 
do not conduct routine screenings for head lice or inspect individual students suspected of having 
head lice.  

 In the event, that a student is suspected of having head lice: 
o The Horsham College Staff member that first becomes aware of the suspected head lice will 

direct the student to the Administration office. An administration staff member will contact 
parents/guardians and inform them that their child has a suspected case of head lice and is 
to be collected from school immediately to be checked for head lice (by parent/guardian, 
general practitioner, public health nurse or pharmacy staff). The Administration Staff 
member is to also inform the parents/guardians that if the child has a confirmed case of head 
lice, they are not to return to school until treatment to eradicate the live lice has 
commenced. Students may be treated one evening and return to school the next day and 
that the presence of eggs in the hair is not cause for exclusion. Parents/guardians will be 
made aware that one treatment is not sufficient to manage the problem and if a student re-
attends school with live head lice the school may again exclude the student until the live 
insects have been removed. 

o The Administration Officer is to provide a letter of notification to parents/guardians of those 
students found to or are suspected of having head lice to the child before they are collected 
by parents/guardians.  The letter will ask parents to inspect their child’s hair and treat if 
necessary (Appendix 1). 

o The Administration Officer will ask the Wellbeing staff to distribute up-to-date information 
on the detection, treatment and control of head lice to parents/guardians of all the students 
in the same class as the child suspected to be infested with head lice (available from website 
http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/) . This information will provide advice about the use 
of safe treatment practices, which do not place students’ health at risk. Providing information 
to all school students will also reduce stigma and maintain confidentiality of the suspected 
individual. 

 
Evaluation:  

 This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s regular review cycle. 

http://www.health.vic.gov.au/headlice/
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HEAD LICE TREATMENT REPLY SLIP 
 
We suspect that your child’s head may be infested with head lice. As per the 
Department of Education and Training Head Lice Policy and Guidelines, please 
assess your child and if required, have them treated prior to returning to school. 
Treatments can be obtained from any Pharmacy. 
 
Upon return to school, please complete this form and hand to your child’s Year Level 
Coordinator.  
 
⃝    I assessed my child for head lice and there were none present. 
 
⃝    I have treated my child’s head in a manner that has eradicated and removed the  
         live lice. Treatment that I used: ________________________________________ 
       
 

 
Child’s Name: ______________________________________ Year:  __________  
 
 
Signed:  ___________________________________________  Date:  _________ 
    Parent/Guardian 
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