File location: U:Public\Policies &
Procedures\Approved Policies

SN AKE M AN AGE MENT Authorised by: Principal

Consultation:

P OLI CY School Council and school community

Approved by School Council: 22.10.25

Date Created: 20/10/20 | Last Updated: 14.10.25 | Review Date: 2028 Page Number: 1 of 4

Help for non-English speakers
If you need help to understand the information in this policy, please contact Horsham
College by calling 5381 7100, or emailing horsham.co@education.vic.gov.au .

Interpreter

Purpose

Horsham College is committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for the community. This
policy aims to define the risk of snakes at the College, procedures for preventing snake bite and the
appropriate response for dealing with a snake sighting and a possible bite.

This policy applies to students, parents/guardians, staff, contractors, volunteers, and visitors to the College.
Key Responsibilities

Position/Roles Responsibilities

School Council . review and endorse policy

Leadership Team " develop and maintain a safe and healthy environment for
students, staff, and volunteers
. develop and implement College policy and procedures
. provide resources and support for staff in undertaking their

responsibility in this area

All staff . be aware of the Snake Management Policy and procedures
. educate students, parents, contractors, and visitors on
minimising the risk of snake bite
. take reasonable care of their own health and safety and that of
others affected by their work or actions
. report hazards and accidents/incidents in accordance with the
College OHS procedures
All students, parents, and| = be aware of the Snake Policy and Procedures and follow
visitors instructions from staff
- take reasonable care of their own health and safety and that of

others affected by their actions.

Horsham College is a Child Safe School
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Setting and possibility of snakes at Horsham College

Horsham College’s multiple settings are located in rural locations which are known to be native habitats for
snakes. Several species of snakes exist in the Wimmera. They are most prevalent in the warmer months
(September to April) but could be encountered on a sunny day at any time of the year.

Unprovoked, snakes rarely attack humans and are generally shy, timid animals that will avoid conflict if
given the opportunity. It is recommended that particular care be taken in warm weather, near long grass or
hollow logs, near water or near rocks in sunny positions. Snakes are protected under the Wildlife Act 1975
and should not be harmed or killed. Bites can occur if people try to kill snakes. Only trained licenced
snake controller should be used to manage snakes.

Care should also be taken on school camps and excursions where this policy applies.

Implementation of Policy
= first aid kits are available to administer first aid in response to snake bites
= gstaff are trained in first aid
= follow all procedures as set out in this policy.

Snake bite prevention behaviours

= leave snakes alone

» wear adequate clothing and protective shoes (not sandals/thongs) when walking in long grass

® never put hands in hollow logs, holes, or thick grass without prior inspection

* when stepping over logs, carefully inspect the ground on the other side

* remind students on a regular basis that if they encounter a snake, to move away quietly and
report the sighting immediately to a teacher

= vyard duty teachers to inspect yard for snakes

= keep grass mown and minimise piles of paving, building supplies and debris

® reduce mice populations.

What to do if you see a snake at Horsham College
= calmly move students away from the snake
* staff must not attempt to touch or harm the snake
= contact a member of the Leadership Team who will gain expert advice from the listed contacts
= administer first aid in the event of a snake bite.

First aid for snakebite

= stay calm and call or send someone to the Office for help - in a critical situation phone for an
ambulance

= reassure the patient and encourage them to remain calm and still - do not move the patient

* do not attempt to catch or kill the snake

= DO NOT WASH the bite - traces of venom that are left on the skin can be used to identify the
snake

® the most effective first aid for snakebite is the pressure-immobilisation technique. Refer to
Snake Bite First Aid Tips | St John Vic for instructions on the application of this technique. The
principle is to minimise the movement of the venom around the body until the victim is in a
hospital by applying a firm bandage (or suitable alternative) to the bitten area and limb, and to
immobilise the victim.

Horsham College is a Child Safe School


https://www.stjohnvic.com.au/news/snake-bite-first-aid-tips/?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIksSkjNz9hgMVdalmAh0SBQu7EAAYASAAEgJUufD_BwE

Assistance with snakes
e Hodgson’s Snakes Rescue and Removal — 0490 415 734 (available 24/7)

Communication:

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:
e available publicly on school website
e hard copy available from school administration upon request.

Review Cycle:
This policy will be reviewed as part of the school’s review cycle.

Horsham College is a Child Safe School



First aid fact sheet

Signs and symptoms

Signs of & sNake bite Bre not always
visiDle. In SOme cases, the patient may

not have feit anything. Symptoms may

not appear for &n hour or mone after the
person has been bittan,

Depending on the type of snake, signs
and symptoms may include some or all
af the Tollowing:

Immediste or delayed pain &t the
bite site

swelling. bruising or local bleading
bite marks [uswally on & limb) that
may vary from obwvious puncturs
wounds to scratches that may be
gimost invisibie

swolien and tender glanas In the
groin or anmplt of the bitten Imb
taininess, azrness

nausea and vomiting

headache

abdominal pain

oozing of blood from the bite slte or
gUIms

doubie or blumed wsion

drooping eyelids

difficutty In speaking or swallowing
limb: weakness or paralysis
difficutty In breathing

occasionally, initial collapse or
confusion foliowed by partial or

COMmiplets recovery.

Snake bite

All knowen or suspected snaks bites must be treated a5 potentially life-
threatening, and medical sid should be sought urgenthy.

What to do

Pressure bandage & immobilise

1 Follow DRSABCD.
2 Call iriple zano JD00) for an ambulEnce.

3 LUe tne petlent down and e=& them o kesp sl
Asassure the patient.

4 if on & lmb, apply an sasticisad
roller bandage {10-15 om wide)
ower the bite site a5 soon s
possibie.

o Apphy a further elasticised roler

handage [10-15 cm wids), starting
just ahove the fingars or toee and

MoVINg Lpwards on the bitten lmb

as fer 38 can be reached.

= Use ciothing or other material it
an elasticisad rolier bandage
rot avalabie.

= Apply the bandage as frmiy s
possible to the Imb. You should
be unabie to easily side a Anger
between the bandage and the
sKIn.

& Immobiie the bandaged limb
using spilnts.

7 Kespthe patient lying cown and
compiletely sBN iImmobilised).

B Write down the time of the bite and when the
bandage was applied. If poesibie, mark the location
of the bite sie (f known) on the skin with a pen, o
pnotograpn the site. Do not wash venom off the skin
or clothes because It may assist Identfcation.

0 Stay with the patient urtl medical aid amves.

In a medical emergency call Triple Zero (000)

DRSABCD Danger » Response »Sand for help » Alrway » Bresthing » CPR » Deflbrillation

You could save a life with first aid training = www.stjohn.org.au = 1300360455
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